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15 Honourees for 15 Years 

 

We would like to thank all of the many volunteers, committee members and contributors to CWGHR’s 

work over the past 15 years.  Space doesn’t allow for everyone to be named so the following 15 

honourees for 15 years were selected as a representative cross-section of these invaluable colleagues, 

across disciplines and time.   

We express our specific thanks to these honourees for the following contributions:  

 

Gerry Bally, a physician caring for people living with HIV and working at Health Canada in 1997: for your 

vision and foresight in recognizing the emerging role for rehabilitation for people living with HIV.  Thank 

you for identifying and engaging the diverse groups of people who are so important to the field of 

rehabilitation in the context of HIV and who have become so fundamental to CWGHR’s work. 

 

Gillian Bone, a physiotherapist by training, working with children with HIV at the Hospital for Sick 

Children, Gillian joined the CWGHR staff in 2005 to develop CWGHR’s interprofessional curriculum, and 

even after leaving her staff position she stayed on as a volunteer: for your continued leadership, co-

chairing the REPAC committee and participating in our HIV and disability project in Cameroon.  Thank 

you for bringing your unique capacity to work with all our diverse stakeholders in such a way as to 

recognize and value the important contributions that everyone brings to our work. 

 

Ron Bowie, a physiatrist and founding member of CWGHR, Ron brought the voice of physical medicine 

and rehabilitation to the CWGHR table from the time of the first meeting in 1998: for being a leader in 

your field and recognizing the importance of an interdisciplinary approach and for understanding the 

role of physiatry in the lives of people living with HIV.  Thank you for your gentle spirit, sense of humour 

and unwavering commitment to the work of  CWGHR,  through your work on the CWGHR Board and as 

chair of several committees.  We miss you. 

 



Jeremy Buchner, originally a representative from Canadian Union of Public Employees, Jeremy has 

stayed involved with CWGHR as an individual member and volunteer: for your extraordinary 

commitment to CWGHR’s work and the expertise you have brought to the Board and to many 

committees.  Thank you for your unwavering optimism, creativity, sense of humour, countless hours of 

hard work and dedication to CWGHR’s mission. 

 

Deb Cameron, an Occupational Therapist (OT) on the faculty at the University of Toronto and 

International Centre for Disability and Rehabilitation and now the overall representative from the 

Canadian Association of Occupational Therapists: for your contributions to CWGHR’s interprofessional 

curriculum and for bringing your energy and insights on HIV and rehabilitation in an international 

context.  Thank you for your ongoing support in bringing the perspectives of occupational therapy to 

CWGHR’s work. 

 

Will Chegwidden, an Occupational Therapist at Barts and the London NHS Trust, London, England, Will 

met CWGHR at AIDS 2006 and became a volunteer on many CWGHR projects: for initiating the 

conversation at AIDS 2006 that has led to the ongoing collaborations on many HIV and rehabilitation 

projects.  Thank you for your extraordinary commitment to sharing your UK and OT expertise with 

Canadian colleagues and to building the network of UK colleagues involved in the Canada- UK HIV and 

Rehabilitation Research Collaborative (CUHRRC). 

 

Louis-Marie Gagnon, founder and Executive Director of Maison Plein Cœur in Montreal, he joined 

CWGHR as the representative from COCQ-SIDA: for bringing your expertise, support and leadership to 

our committees, the Board and the role of Co-Chair.  Thank you for bringing such important insights 

from the great work happening in Francophone Canada to CWGHR’s work. 

 

Bob Gardner, Director of Policy at the Wellesley Institute, Bob has worked in partnership with the HIV 

community for many years and has been working with CWGHR on issues of episodic disabilities and 

access to health services:  for your wealth of expertise and insights on public policy and social change, 

for chairing our events and for countless hours working with us on our episodic disabilities initiatives 

and work to improve equitable access to rehabilitation. Thank you not only for your own expertise but 

also for linking us with other expert resource people, providing invaluable advice and guidance for our 

work. 

 

Ken King, a researcher and counsellor currently working towards his Master of Social Work, Ken initially 

came to the CWGHR office to ask about our work on income support and employment and went on to 



become a Co-Chair of CWGHR and member of the Board for several years: for being a wonderful leader 

and advocate for people living with HIV.  Thank you for your insights, passion and commitment to 

community-based research and programming to improve the lives of people living with HIV. 

 
Tom McAulay, a Board member of BCPWA (now Positive Living BC) and their representative to CWGHR, 
Tom was a founding Co-Chair of CWGHR: for being a strong advocate for improving the lives of people 
living with HIV, a great champion and spokesperson for CWGHR and for rehabilitation.  Thank you for 
your expertise and leadership, especially when CWGHR was in its infancy, and a tireless dedication that 
was crucial for developing a strong foundation for CWGHR’s future. 
 

 

Don Phaneuf, now the Director of Employment Services at the AIDS Committee of Toronto, Don has 

been bringing his knowledge on issues of HIV and employment, specifically the Employment ACTion 

program, to his role as the ACT representative to CWGHR for many years: for the wealth of expertise on 

income support, employment and episodic disabilities that you have brought to CWGHR over the years.  

Thank you for your leadership and participation on several committees as we have been building our 

work in this area, and for teaching us so much from your work on the Employment ACTion program over 

the years. 

 

Peggy Proctor, a physiotherapist currently teaching in the Physiotherapy Department at the University 

of Saskatchewan, Peggy was at the first CWGHR meeting in Quebec City representing the Canadian 

Physiotherapy Association: for inspiring and leading our first cross-disability initiative on the emerging 

issue of episodic disabilities.  Thank you for your participation and leadership on CWGHR’s Board as Co-

Chair, for your crucial role in the development of our 2006 Strategic Plan and for your commitment to 

interprofessional education on HIV for physiotherapy students. 

 
Chris Sulway, a physiotherapist by training who worked in the HIV program at St. Michael’s Hospital, 
Toronto, Chris became a CWGHR volunteer and continued after he moved into health care 
management: for bringing your clinical and organizational development expertise to the many CWGHR 
committees on which you participate and chair, and for the facilitation skills you have brought to many 
CWGHR meetings and events.  Thank you for your astute insights, excellence in creating new 
collaborations and brilliant capacity to bridge CWGHR’s 4 pillars – research, education, policy and 
practice. 
 

 

 Stephen Tattle, a nurse by background, Stephen worked in the HIV unit at the former Wellesley 

Hospital and then as Vice President, Programs and Chief Nursing Officer at Bridgepoint Health and was 

involved in the development of Module 7. Stephen came to the first CWGHR meeting in 1998 as the 

representative for the Canadian Association of Nurses in AIDS Care, and continued on to serve on the 

CWGHR Board for many years, first as Treasurer and then as Co-Chair: for your extraordinary 



understanding of the fields of HIV and rehabilitation, organizational development and sustainability.  

Thank you for your support and commitment to CWGHR over the years and for the expertise you 

continue to provide as CWGHR grows and develops. 

 

Sheila Thomas, an Occupational Therapist working primarily with people living with HIV at St. Michael’s 

Hospital, Sheila was involved in the development of Module 7 and came to the first CWGHR meeting in 

Quebec City in 1998:  for your ongoing contributions to CWGHR including our course curriculum, E-

module on HIV and Rehabilitation and our HIV and Rehabilitation Mentorship program.  Thank you for 

bringing the important voice of Occupational Therapy for people with HIV to CWGHR’s work and for 

demonstrating the real benefits of Occupational Therapy in the daily lives of people living with HIV. 

 


