
 
 

‘15th Anniversary, 15 Questions’ Interview Series 
 

 
 
 
 

1) What is your name?   
Jeremy Buchner 
 

2) What is your position at CWGHR?   
Volunteer, Chair of the Special Events/15th Anniversary Committee. I also 
sit on the Development and Awards Committees. 
 

3) What is your professional background?   
I am a Clinical Social Worker by education, but currently work in the area 
of health policy. 

 
 

4) How long have you worked at/been involved with CWGHR?   
I joined CWGHR as the Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE) 
representative in 2002, so I have been connected to CWGHR for 11 years. 
 

5) How did you first get involved in CWGHR’s work?   
I was a representative on the CUPE National AIDS Committee. At the time 
CUPE had a representative for CWGHR and I was asked to play that role. 



 
6) What was the field of HIV and Rehabilitation like when you first got 

involved/started working with CWGHR? 
The world of rehabilitation in the context of HIV was very new. It took a 
lot of explaining to my colleagues for them to truly appreciate the need 
for this kind of work. Both rehab and HIV were seen within a very limited 
scope and their intersection was confusing to many. 
 

7) What were some of the main challenges then?  
From a CWGHR perspective, the biggest challenge was getting its work 
known by the frontline professionals. The silos still existed where rehab 
and HIV did not work together. 
  

8) In looking back, have you seen many changes in the field over those years?  
Yes…see answer to question number 6. 
 

9) For you, what have been the greatest developments in the field of HIV and 
Rehabilitation over the last 15 years? 
I believe the recognition of need is huge, it is so amazing that health care 
professionals, be them rehab focused or not, are now realizing the need 
of those living with an episodic disability. To hear about university 
facilities including this in their training is very promising, it gives me hope 
for the future. 
 

10) From your perspective, what would you say are CWGHR’s greatest 
accomplishments over the years?  
CWGHR has played a huge facilitative role, bringing together experts from 
fields that did not speak to each other, to now working together for a 
common goal. Without CWGHR, Elisse and the staff, past and present, this 
would not have happened. 
 

11) What are some of your fondest CWGHR memories of the past 15 years?  
Oddly enough, the hardest times at CWGHR are some of my fondest 
memories. Although the future of the organization was unclear, the true 
passion and dedication of the staff and volunteers really came out. It 
forced us to focus on the essentials, to identify what were really the 
priorities.  



 
12) In your opinion, is there anything that CWGHR should have done 

differently over the years?   
I still get questions about the acronym CWGHR….name recognition has 
always dogged us. A rebranding exercise is needed. 
 

13) What are the key issues that you see CWGHR addressing in the future?   
CWGHR will continue to strengthen its voice in the area of episodic 
disabilities, especially HIV. I see it growing in its capacity to support 
innovative research and the translating of the findings to tangible results. 
 

14) Please share one memory of a funny situation/scenario that you’ve 
encountered, thanks to CWGHR, over the last 15 years. 
I remember one board meeting during a very financially hard time for the 
organization. The challenges seemed so insurmountable that we had to 
rely on our passion to drive us forward. That meeting had the most 
laughs than any other I can remember. Looking back at that now, it gives 
me comfort that the real purpose of CWGHR was not lost … even in times 
of desperation. 
 

15) Describe what CWGHR means to you, on a personal level, in 15 words or 
less. 
Amazing connections, talented people, complex issues and life changing 
results.  

 


