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Inter-sectoral Approach
• Bridge the traditionally separate HIV and Aging 

communities through a comprehensive inter-
sectoral approach to:
– Promote the understanding of the interaction among 

parallel and overlapping conditions
– Stimulate the exchange of information about HIV and 

Aging care
– Discover how the social determinants of health impact 

older people living with HIV
– Address the increasing prevalence of HIV and co-

morbidities among older adults in Canada
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Background
• 2009 - CWGHR, funded by the Public Health 

Agency of Canada to develop a background 
paper on HIV and Aging

• 2010 – February – background paper completed 
and distributed (available at 
www.cwghrcampus.ca) 

• Partners in Aging National Forum held in 
Montreal March 3-4, 2010
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Aging Forum Outcomes

• Final report (available along with Forum 
presentations at www.cwghrcampus.ca)

• 4 emerging themes for consideration in 
research, education, policy, and practice;

- Mental Health
- Physical Health
- Prevention
- Social Determinants of Health
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Partners in Aging National 
Coordinating Committee

• Coordinated by CWGHR and Chaired by 
Glyn Townson from Positive Living B.C.

• Knowledge exchange and identification of 
key issues.

• Has 3 newly developed working groups
– Research
– Clinical Practice
– Programs and Services
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CWGHR Activities
• Collaboration on knowledge synthesis grant led by 

McMaster University
• Integrated aging issues into CWGHR’s new e-module on 

HIV and rehabilitation
• Presented Aging, HIV and other episodic disabilities at:

-Canadian Association on Gerontology 2010 Conference
-1st International Workshop on HIV & Aging 2010 
Baltimore
-Canadian Association of Nurses in AIDS Care 2011 
conference
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Looking Forward

• Learning Across Borders: HIV and 
Complex Chronic Illnesses as We Age –
half-day satellite on HIV and aging prior to 
the 40th Canadian Association on 
Gerontology conference and the Pan-
American Congress of the International 
Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics

October 21, 2011 – Ottawa, ON
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CWGHR Looking Forward

• 3 Webinars in HIV and aging will be 
presented over the next 8 months.

• CWGHR will continue to host a website 
page with information as it relates to 
aging, HIV and other chronic illnesses

• Links to international colleagues and 
initiatives

• Links to other disabilities groups
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Conclusion

• The prevalence of HIV among older adults 
in Canada is increasing

• Older adults are prone to a number of age-
related co-morbidities that complicate HIV 
management

• Partnerships between the HIV and Aging 
sectors and across disabilities is critical to 
advancing quality care for people living 
with HIV and other chronic illnesses
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Thank You

• For further information about the work 
CWGHR is doing with HIV and aging 
and/or to become involved with the 
working groups or other activities please 
contact:

Le-Ann Dolan,
Program Director

ldolan@hivandrehab.ca
416-513-0440 ext. 224


